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SUBJECT: GUMHURI Y Y A ARTICLE ATTACKS SYRIAN BA'ATH MEDDLING IN PLO 
AFFAIRS 

REF: CAIRO 10739 

1. GUMHURI YY A NOVEMBER 26 BANNER-HEADLINES EXCLUSIVE STORY, 
ATTRIBUTED TO "OFFICIAL ARAB SOURCES IN CAIRO AND A NUMBER OF 
OTHER ARAB CAPITALS," DETAILING SYRIAN BA'ATH PLOT TO OUST PLO 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN ARAFAT AND REPLACE HIM WITH SA1QA 
CHIEF AND HEAD OF PLO MILITARY COMMITTEE ZUHAYR MUHSIN. ARTICLE, 
WHICH SHORT ON DETAILS CONCERNING HOW SYRIA ATTEMPTING TO EXECUTE 
THIS COUP WITHIN PLO, COMMENTS DARKLY THAT PLOT CONSTITUTES 
BLATANT INTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF LEBANON (BY IMPLICATION, 
BECAUSE ARAFAT ATTEMPTED TO KEEP PLO ALOOF FROM SECTARIAN FIGHTING, 
BUT SYRIAN-BACKED SA'IQA WANTS PLO TO TAKE MORE ACTIVE ROLE IN 
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IAN POSITION THAT LEBANESE SHOULD BE LEFT TO SETTLE THEIR AFFAIRS 
AMONG THEMSELVES. 

2. COMMENT: ARTICLES OF THIS TYPE INVARIABLY RESULT OF 

EXCLUSIVE BRIEFINGS, IN THIS CASE OF GUMHURI Y Y A "POLITICAL 

EDITOR" (PROBABLY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF MUHSIN MUHAMMAD), BY 

SENIOR GOE OFFICIAL OR EVEN BY PRESIDENT SADAT HIMSELF. IN 

HAYKAL DAYS AT AHRAM, THIS TYPE OF EXCLUSIVE MONOPOLIZED BY 

AHRAM, BUT EXCLUSIVES NOW PARCELLED OUT ON ROTATIONAL BASIS AMONG 

THREE DAILIES. ATTACK ON SYRIAN BA'ATH MEDDLING IN PLO AFFAIRS, 

FIRST SPECIFIC CHARGE AGAINST SYRIANS SINCE SADAT'S RETURN 
FROM US (OTHER THAN MORE GENERALIZED SNIPING AGAINST BA'ATH 
EFFORTS TO HINDER ME PEACE NEGOTIATING PROCESS), ESCALATES 
EGYPTIAN PRESS ATTACKS AGAINST SYRIANS. DURING ABC INTERVIEW 
WITH SADAT PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FROM US (REFTEL), SADAT MADE 
SAME CHARGE AGAINST SYRIANS AS GUMHURI YY A ARTICLE ON STRICTLY 
OFF-THE-RECORD BASIS. GOE APPEARS TO BELIEVE THAT TIME HAS 
COME TO STOP PULLING PUNCHES ON THIS ISSUE. 
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